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EXTRACT 4A: A DOLLOP OF MOLTEN LAVA
(from CHAPTER 1 – A CRIME AT THE TOP OF THE WORLD: page 164)

Domino turned in confusion. Claudette’s face was buried in her hands, but the others were 
gaping at the sky. � e trails of � rework smoke had been washed away by the wind. � e moon 
was red again, but there was something glowing orange, getting larger with each second. It � ared 
so bright that Domino had to cover her eyes.

‘Get downstairs!’ the others yelled, bundling up a weeping Claudette and rushing for the 
trapdoor. But Domino kept staring, wondering what the light in the sky could be. It only 
occurred to her too late that she should have been running for shelter as well.

� ere was a deafening crack then a spray of sandstone that became a dark biting cloud that 
smothered the roof. For a moment Domino couldn’t see, coughing up mouthfuls of dust. � en 
the cloud cleared, and she took a wary step forward, gazing in wonder and fear.

It had carved a crater in the rooftop, and it sat at the centre, glowing red. Like a dollop of 
molten lava.

A piece of the moon.

EXTRACT 4B: MOON NOT FALLING
(from CHAPTER 29 – THE ACTOR: page 311)

� e streets of Abzalaymon were quiet, � ickering from yellow to silver in the changing light 
of the moon. � e warm air hummed with mosquitoes, and on one corner a monkey was ri� ing 
through a stack of newspapers. 

MOON NOT FALLING,
SAY SCIENCE BARONS

‘But it is falling,’ said Domino, throwing the monkey the bread crust she’d been chewing. She 
looked up at the huge silver orb. � ankfully, it didn’t seem to have moved any closer since the 
night she’d � ed the Wizard Council.

‘Yeah, but the Barons don’t want people to know that – think how panicked everyone would 
be!’



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1.	 What do you think was going through Domino’s mind as she stared at the glowing orange light?
2.	 Can you act out how Domino might have appeared while taking ‘a wary step forward, gazing with  
	 a mix of wonder and fear’, as she approached the fallen piece of the moon?
3.	 If you could ask Domino one question about her experience on the rooftop, what would it be  
	 and why?
4.	 Why did the author choose to describe the piece of the moon as ‘a dollop of molten lava’?  
	 Do you think this simile effectively captures the appearance of the object and enhances the  
	 scene for the reader?
5.	 Imagine if the Moon really did start falling from the sky. How do you think you would react?
6.	 Why do you think the science barons didn’t want the people of Abzalaymon to know about the  
	 falling moon? How might their position of power play a role in this decision? Could it be connected?
7.	 Do you think it’s ever right to hide the truth from people to prevent panic? Why or why not?
8.	 Does the fact that the headline was wrong teach us anything about being careful with what we read?
9.	 Can misinformation affect our understanding of the world and influence our actions and decisions?
10.	 What can we do to stop the spread of misinformation? How can we verify it before believing  
	 or sharing it?



ACTIVITY 4: THE SCIENCE OF THE MOON
•	 Start by engaging students in a discussion about their prior knowledge of the Moon. Record their 

responses on the board to create a starting point for the lesson.
•	 Introduce the lesson by explaining that today, we will explore the science of the Moon in more 

detail. 
•	 Share the extracts with the class, paying special attention to the events described in each, such as 

the red colour of the Moon and the notion of it falling from the sky. Encourage students to actively 
listen and take note of key details as we read through the texts together.

•	 Next, provide further context about the Moon by explaining the basic science behind it. You could:
	 •	 discuss how the Moon orbits around the Earth, revolving once approximately every 27.3 days.
	 •	 emphasise that the Moon is not a light source itself, but rather reflects sunlight to appear  
		  bright in the night sky.
	 •	 explain the concept of lunar phases, such as the New Moon, First Quarter, Full Moon and Last 	
		  Quarter and how they occur due to the changing positions of the Moon, Earth and Sun.
	 •	 illustrate how the Moon is a major influence on the Earth’s tides, using diagrams or visual aids.
	 •	 talk about the cultural significance of the Moon in various societies throughout history, including 	
		  its roles in mythology, calendars and navigation.
•	 As the moon in the story turns red, provide students with real-life examples and images of past 

blood moons to introduce the concept of a ‘blood moon’ and its awe-inspiring sight. Explain why this 
phenomenon happens by discussing lunar eclipses and how the Earth’s atmosphere scatters sunlight, 
allowing red wavelengths to reach the Moon and cast a reddish-orange glow upon it during totality 
(when the Earth comes between the Sun and the Moon and its shadow covers the Moon).

•	 Then, address the idea of the Moon falling from the sky and crashing into Earth, as it does in the 
story. While this scenario may ignite imaginations, reassure students that it’s not scientifically 
possible due to the gravitational pull between the Earth and the Moon that keeps it in orbit.

•	 Hand out the activity sheets to each student. On the activity sheet, students will find a range of 
statements, including both common myths and scientifically accurate facts about the Moon.

•	 Encourage them to work individually or in pairs to determine whether each statement is a myth or 
a fact. Explain how to critically evaluate each statement based on the knowledge they’ve gained 
during the lesson, considering factors such as scientific principles, evidence and logical reasoning.

•	 After students have completed the activity, review their answers together and use this opportunity 
to clarify any misconceptions and reinforce key concepts learned during the lesson.

•	 As an extra activity, encourage students to keep a moon journal where they observe and record the 
phases of the Moon over a month. They can note the dates, sketch the appearance of the Moon 
each night and write down any observations they make about changes in its shape and position.

Answers: Here are the answers to the statements on the activity sheet with their corresponding 
numbers: 1. Fact; 2. Myth; 3. Fact; 4. Myth; 5. Fact; 6. Myth; 7. Fact; 8. Myth; 9. Fact; 10. Fact
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NATIONAL CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES - KEY STAGE 2/3
English
Spoken Language
Pupils should be taught to:
•	 Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
•	 Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
•	 Develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
•	 Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates

Reading – comprehension
Pupils should be taught to:
•	 Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
	 •	 continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 		
		  and reference books or textbooks
	 •	 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional 	
		  stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures  
		  and traditions
	 •	 recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices
	 •	 identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
•	 Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:
	 •	 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 	
		  and justifying inferences with evidence
	 •	 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
	 •	 summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that 		
		  support the main ideas

Writing: composition
Pupils should be taught to:
•	 Plan their writing by:
	 •	 discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and  
		  learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
•	 Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:
	 •	 writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional)



Science
Earth and Space 
Pupils should be taught to:
•	 describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth
•	 describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies

PSHE (taken from Programme of Study for PSHE education: KS1–5)
Pupils learn
Shared responsibilities
•	 L4. the importance of having compassion towards others; shared responsibilities we all have for 

caring for other people and living things; how to show care and concern for others
Friendships
•	 R11. what constitutes a positive healthy friendship (e.g. mutual respect, trust, truthfulness, loyalty, 

kindness, generosity, sharing interests and experiences, support with problems and difficulties); that 
the same principles apply to online friendships as to face-to-face relationships



ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES AND INNOVATIVE IDEAS
•	 Create a Comic Strip: Working individually or in groups, have students create comic strips retelling 

a chapter or key event from the book. This activity combines storytelling with visual artistry and 
allows students to explore different narrative techniques.

•	 Interactive Map of Abzalaymon: Using online tools, have students collaboratively create an 
interactive map of Abzalaymon, using the illustrated map found at the front of the book, marking 
key locations and landmarks mentioned in the book. 

•	 Science vs. Magic Debate: Divide the class into two groups, one representing science and the other 
representing magic. Have them prepare arguments and debate which force is more powerful and 
beneficial to society. Encourage critical thinking and creative reasoning.

•	 Dinosaur Discussion: In the book, thunder lizards are described as being brought back from 
extinction. Find out more about this prehistoric time of dinosaurs and investigate the theories 
behind their extinction. Contemplate the potential consequences of bringing dinosaurs back to life, 
envisioning how such a scenario might alter our current world. 

•	 Understanding Inequality Then and Now: Discover the differences between the rich and poor 
characters in the book, focusing on how factory owners exert power over their workers. Discuss how 
this mirrors historical periods like the Industrial Revolution, when working conditions were harsh. 
Think about how inequality still exists today and show empathy by reflecting on the obstacles faced 
by marginalised groups in society.

•	 Character Interviews: Assign students different characters from the book and have them conduct 
interviews with each other in character, exploring their perspectives on the events unfolding in the 
story.

•	 Escape Room Challenge: Design an escape room based on Domino’s journey, where students must 
solve puzzles and uncover clues to escape from the floating laboratory and reach Abzalaymon. 
Incorporate elements of science and magic into the challenges to reflect the themes of the book.

•	 Design a Diner: Explore the Diner’s importance in the book as it becomes a character of its very 
own. Take a virtual journey to a classic American fifties-style diner for inspiration and create your 
own diner, thinking about its design, decor and special features. Immerse yourself in the world of the 
book as you envision the atmosphere and ambiance of your diner, reflecting on its significance to 
the story.

•	 Thunder Lizards: Provide students with information about thunder lizards from the story, such as 
their appearance, abilities and behaviours, as well as any specific details mentioned about different 
species. Students can then use drawing materials, clay or digital design software to create their 
unique thunder lizard. Encourage them to consider aspects like size, shape, colour and distinctive 
features when crafting their creatures.

•	 Newspaper Front Pages: Imagine yourself as a journalist and create your own newspaper front 
pages inspired by headlines from the book, like ‘DANGEROUS CRIMINAL, STILL AT LARGE’ 
and ‘MOON NOT FALLING, SAY SCIENCE BARONS.’ Write a range of captivating stories to 
accompany these headlines and enhance your designs with illustrations and additional content.


